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Art 
 
In the Clarkstown Central School district, we satisfy the New York State mandate for middle school 
students in a 10-week program each year in grades 6, 7, and 8. 
 
The Elements of Art are the tools of the artist.  Together with the Principles of Design, they form the 
visual language that the artist uses to communicate ideas in a work of art. Our students will learn and 
explore that language through hands-on projects while learning both art history and various art 
techniques.  
 
Our goal is to give students an appreciation for art as they learn and grow into young adults. 
  
Art 6: Art Curriculum objectives focus on an in-depth exploration of visual language used by artists to 
communicate, the Seven Elements of Art. Throughout the quarter, we will be looking at and 
discussing artworks using the language of art, and using a variety of art media and techniques. All 
work is done in class or in extra help. 

Art 7: Students in 7th grade Art meet every day for 10 weeks.  With an understanding of the 
Elements of Art from 6th grade, students learn how the Elements affect the Principles of Design while 
exploring a variety of art media and techniques. 

Art 8: The 8th Grade Art curriculum objectives center around building upon basic knowledge supplied 
during the first two years at the Middle School.  Students during their final year will be challenged to 
explore various forms, art media and art styles.  Higher order thinking skills and problem-solving 
abilities are called upon to understand and communicate about periods in art and art history.  Projects 
may include lettering, drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture. 8th grade students meet every 
day for 10 weeks while they explore a variety of media and techniques of art.  

Studio Art: In 8th grade, Studio Art is an accelerated class that is co-taught by an art teacher and a 
tech teacher. Students are selected for this acceleration by the Art Department teachers, based on 
their work in Art 7. The Technology curriculum is blended with the Studio Art curriculum so that 
students meet the mandate for both disciplines. Learning is aligned with the 2017 NY State Standards 
for the Arts: Creating, Presenting, Responding and Connecting at the HS1 Level.This class acts as a 
continuation of combining the elements and principles of design through varied experiences in 
creative media including both 2 and 3D art. In addition, students will be exposed to various art 
movements and creative careers. Studio Art fulfills one credit of the Music/Art NY State Regents 
requirement for graduation. 
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English 
 
The English curriculum at Felix V. Festa Middle School is aligned to the New York State Next 
Generation English/Language Arts Learning Standards, 2017.  Our course sequence follows the 
recommendations of the Teachers College, Columbia University Reading and Writing Project. 
Teachers in our department receive on-going professional development with staff developers from 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 
 
English 6:  All students will participate in a series of reading and writing workshops designed by the 
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project for sixth grade, including attention to reading fiction 
and nonfiction and participating in book clubs, as well as narrative and essay writing. As always, 
students are required to maintain an active independent reading life. 
 
English 6 Intensive:  Students in English 6 Intensive follow a similar curriculum to students in 
English 6, with the extra support of both an English content area specialist and a reading specialist 
team teaching the class.  In addition, English 6 Intensive students participate in a semester-long, 
every day,  targeted reading class. (See Grade 6 Reading Foundations below.) 
 
Grade 6 Reading Foundations:  Students receive targeted instruction in reading comprehension 
and decoding through various research-based methodologies. 
 
English 7:  All students will participate in a series of reading and writing workshops designed by the 
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project for seventh grade, including attention to reading fiction 
and nonfiction and participating in book clubs, as well as narrative and essay writing. As always, 
students are required to maintain an active independent reading life. 
 
English 7E (Enriched):  Students in 7E follow a similar curriculum to students in English 7, but 
mini-lessons and small-group work are tailored to accelerated skill levels.  In addition, anchor 
(whole-class) texts and independent reading texts are all at or above grade level. 
 
English 7 Intensive:  Students in English 7 Intensive follow a similar curriculum to students in 
English 7, with the extra support of both an English content area specialist and a reading specialist 
team teaching the class.  In addition, English 7 Intensive students participate in a year-long, every 
other day reading lab.  (See Grade 7 Reading Lab below.) 
 
Grade 7 Reading Center:   Students receive targeted instruction in reading comprehension and 
decoding through various research-based methodologies. 
 
English 8:  All students will participate in a series of reading and writing workshops designed by the 
Teachers College Reading and Writing Project for eighth grade, including attention to reading fiction 
and nonfiction and participating in book clubs, as well as narrative and essay writing. As always, 
students are required to maintain an active independent reading life. 
 
English 8E (Enriched):  Students in 8E follow a similar curriculum to students in English 8, but 
mini-lessons and small-group work are tailored to accelerated skill levels.  In addition, anchor 
(whole-class) texts and independent reading texts are all at or above grade level. 
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English 8 Intensive:  Students in English 8 Intensive follow a similar curriculum to students in 
English 8, with the extra support of both an English content area specialist and a reading specialist 
team teaching the class.  In addition, English 8 Intensive students participate in a year-long, every 
other day reading lab.  (See Grade 8 Reading Lab below.) 
 
Grade 8 Reading Center:   Students receive targeted instruction in reading comprehension and 
decoding through various research-based methodologies. 
 
English 9H:  Students in English 9H at the middle school follow the same curriculum offered at both 
high schools: in-depth preparation in writing, reading, and language skills aligned to the New York 
State standards.  This course is intended only for the few students who have excelled to such a 
degree in 7th grade, that they are ready to skip all of the 8th grade curriculum and go directly to an 
honors high school class, which will ultimately appear on their high school transcript.  One high 
school credit will be awarded to eighth graders who successfully complete this course.  
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Health 
 
Health 7: A NY State mandated course that meets quarterly, for 10 weeks, throughout the school 
year.  Seventh grade topics presented include: pics of alcohol use/abuse, smoking, vaping, drug 
abuse, prescription medication use/abuse and heroin addiction.  In addition to this material, all NYS 
mandated Health Education topics are emphasized and incorporated throughout the topics 
presented.  Skills such as decision-making, goal setting, assertive communication, analyzing media 
and advocacy will help students become prepared to apply Health Education to their personal lives. 
Grades are awarded based upon submitted assignments, quizzes, and projects.  
 
Health 8: A NY State mandated course that meets quarterly, for 10 weeks, throughout the school 
year.  Eigth grade topics presented include: Mental health characteristics, self-esteem, stress 
management, depression, suicide awareness, and a unit on human growth and sexuality (which 
includes puberty, reproduction, healthy relationships, STI’s and HIV/AIDS awareness and 
prevention).  In addition to this material, all NYS mandated Health Education topics are emphasized 
and incorporated throughout the topics presented.  Skills such as decision-making, goal setting, 
assertive communication, analyzing media and advocacy will help students become prepared to 
apply Health Education to their personal lives.  Grades are awarded based upon submitted 
assignments, quizzes, and projects.  
 
Wellness 8: Wellness 8 is a Health class that meets every other day for select students that are 
unable to have standard Health 8 included into their daily schedule.  Wellness 8 topics presented 
include: Depression, suicide, physical, mental, and emotional health, self image and self esteem, 
communication, communication breakdown and communication styles (aggresive, passive, and 
assertive), stress, endocrine system, reproductive system, puberty, relationships, abuse, teen 
pregnancy, and epidemic issues, and career and planning curricula involving student’s future 
occupations.   Grades are awarded based upon submitted assignments, quizzes, and projects with 
the final Course grade factored into a students overall Grade Point Average.  
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Home and Careers 
 
Home and Careers 6: A NYS mandated course that meets daily for half of the year (20 weeks). 
Home and Career Skills 6 offers students life-long skills accomplished through a hands-on, 
performance-based approach to teaching and learning. Students will become acquainted with 
concepts, terms and skills that they can use now and can continue to apply in their future lives. The 
Home and Career Skills 6 topics that are emphasized and incorporated throughout are as follows. 
Personal Development:  Time and stress management, effective communication, organization skills, 
values, character,  goals, decision making, interior design, managing your space, peer pressure, and 
digital responsibilities. Nutrition & Wellness:  Essential nutrients, reading food labels, dietary 
guidelines, kitchen and  food safety, and food preparation.  Financial and Consumer Literacy: 
Rights & responsibilities of consumers, budgeting, advertising, marketing, and managing personal 
finances. 

 
Home & Careers 7: A NYS mandated course that meets daily for one quarter (10 weeks).   Home 
and Career Skills 7 continues to offer students the opportunity to learn life-long skills through a 
hands-on, performance-based program.  Topics that are emphasized and incorporated throughout 
Home and Career Skills 7 are as follows.   Human Development:  Focusing in on child development 
(infancy through early childhood), areas of development, the importance of literacy, the importance of 
play, child safety, and the influence of media.  Career Exploration: Self assessment to identify 
potential career options, employability skills, applications, interviews, volunteering, and career 
research.  Textile Production & Design: Clothing management, apply basic sewing skills to design 
and produce a project. 
 
Wellness 6: Meets alternate days for the whole year. A Modified Home & Careers Skills 6 curriculum, 
including Health topics.  This course is designed for a student that may need added flexibility in their 
schedule. 
 

  

6 



 

Mathematics 
 
The mathematics curriculum at Felix V. Festa Middle School is aligned to the New York State Next 
Generation Mathematics Learning Standards (2017).  Our course sequence outlines specific grade 
level content with the infusion of eight Mathematical Practices throughout.  The Mathematical 
Practices are:  (1) make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, (2) reason abstractly and 
quantitatively, (3) construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, (4) model with 
mathematics, (5) use appropriate tools strategically, (6) attend to precision, (7) look for and make use 
of structure, and (8) look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
 
Math 6: Instructional time focuses on connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and 
division as well as using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems.  Students will build an 
understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of rational 
numbers, including negative numbers.  They will write, interpret and use expressions and equations. 
They will also build an understanding of area, surface area and volume and develop an 
understanding of simple probabilities and statistical thinking. 
 
Math 6 Intensive:  This on level class is available for students in need of additional support in 
mathematics.  The Math 6 description above applies to this class.  The student to teacher ratio for this 
class is reduced to allow for differentiation and individualization.  In addition, the students enrolled in 
this class will have an additional lab support period of math which meets on an alternating day 
schedule.  
 
Math 7: Instructional time focuses on developing an understanding of and applying proportional 
relationships in real world contexts.  The students will  develop an understanding of operations with 
rational numbers.  They will work with expressions and linear equations and will extend their 
understanding of statistics by drawing inferences about populations based on samples. 
 
Math 7 Intensive:  This on level class is available for students in need of additional support in 
mathematics.  The Math 7 description above applies to this class.  The student to teacher ratio for this 
class is reduced to allow for differentiation and individualization.  
 
Math 8: Instructional time focuses on formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, 
solving multi-step linear equations and systems of linear equations.  The students will use linear 
equations in modeling an association in bivariate data.  They will develop an understanding of the 
concept of functions and will use functions to describe quantitative relationships.  With respect to 
geometry, they will analyze two- and three- dimensional space figures  and use distance, angle, 
similarity and congruence.  The students will also build an understanding and will apply the 
Pythagorean Theorem. 
 
Math 8 Intensive:  This on level class is available for students in need of additional support in 
mathematics.  The Math 8 description above applies to this class.  The student to teacher ratio for this 
class is reduced to allow for differentiation and individualization.  
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Math 7A: This course is a prerequisite Algebra I Honors, which is offered in grade 8. The 
curriculum is similar to that which would normally be covered over a two-year time span in the regular 
Math 7 and Math 8 classes.  Less time is spent on routine skills and more time is devoted to 
applications, abstractions, and complex problem-solving situations.  There is a heavy algebraic 
emphasis to this course.  
 
Algebra 1H: This course is designed for students who have mastered the content of Math 7A. 
Math 7A is a prerequisite for Algebra 1H. This course allows students to experience Algebra as a 
coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of problem solving in various situations. The 
lessons deepen and extend understanding of linear and exponential relationships by contrasting them 
with each other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend, and engage students 
in methods for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions.  Students in this course will 
complete enrichment topics and course content beyond what is required by the New York State 
Algebra I syllabus. A graphing calculator is required for this course and the Algebra Regents is the 
final exam. Passing of this Regents will lead to meeting the Regents requirement in mathematics for a 
Regents diploma.  One high school credit will be awarded to eighth graders who successfully 
complete this course. 
 
Geometry H: This course is designed for students who have mastered Algebra 1H in grade 7.  
Algebra 1H is a prerequisite for this course. The fundamental purpose of the course in Geometry 
is to formalize and extend students’ geometric experiences. Students explore more complex 
geometric situations and deepen their explanations of geometric relationships, moving towards formal 
mathematical arguments.  This course allows students to experience Geometry as a coherent, useful, 
and logical subject that makes use of problem solving in various situations. The Geometry Regents is 
the final exam for this course. A graphing calculator is required. This rigorous course challenges 
students in applying processes, problem-solving, and analyzing mathematical concepts that are 
complex and/or abstract.  Students in this course will complete enrichment topics and course content 
beyond what is required by the New York State Geometry syllabus. Passing of this Regents will lead 
to meeting the Regents requirement in mathematics for a Regents diploma.  One high school credit 
will be awarded to eighth graders who successfully complete this course. 
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Music (all Music courses are alternating day courses) 
 
6th Grade Band - Full Year Course: The 6th Grade Band is open to all students who have 
instrumental experience at the elementary level and who enjoy ensemble playing. All learning is 
aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Novice Level. Students learn 
many genres of traditional and contemporary band music at the NYSSMA I Level and perform at the 
Winter and Spring Concerts, as well as the district-wide Bandapalooza Winter Festival. All are 
encouraged to participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival in May.  
 
7th Grade Band - Full Year Course: The 7th Grade Band is open to all students who took band in 
the 6th grade or who have more advanced instrumental experience outside of school and who enjoy 
ensemble playing. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the 
Intermediate Level. Students continue to learn many genres of traditional and contemporary (jazz, 
rock, etc.) band music at the NYSSMA II Level and perform at the Winter and Spring Concerts, as 
well as the district-wide Bandapalooza Winter Festival and Memorial Day Parade. All are encouraged 
to participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival in May.  
 
8th Grade Band - Full Year Course: The 8th Grade Band is open to all students who participated in 
band in the 7th grade or who have more advanced instrumental experience outside of school and 
who enjoy ensemble playing. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the 
Arts at the Intermediate Level. Students advance on their instruments and continue to investigate 
different genres of traditional and contemporary (jazz, rock, etc.) band music at the NYSSMA II/III 
Levels and perform at the Winter and Spring Concerts, as well as the district-wide Bandapalooza 
Winter Festival and Memorial Day Parade. All are encouraged to participate in the NYSSMA Spring 
Festival in May.  
 
6th Grade Chorus - Full Year Course: All students who enjoy singing are encouraged to join the 6th 
Grade Chorus. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the 
Novice Level. Students learn many genres of traditional and contemporary choral music at the 
NYSSMA I Level and perform at the Winter and Spring Concerts. All are encouraged to audition for 
the annual FFMS Musical and to participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival. After school Glee Club 
participation is encouraged! 
 
7th Grade Chorus - Full Year Course: All students who enjoy singing are encouraged to join the 7th 
grade chorus to continue 6th grade learning, or as new chorus members! All learning is aligned with 
the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. Students continue to learn 
many genres of traditional and contemporary choral music at the NYSSMA II Level and perform at the 
Winter and Spring Concerts. All are encouraged to audition for the annual FFMS Musical and to 
participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival. After school Glee Club participation is encouraged! 
 
8th Grade Chorus - Full Year Course: All students who enjoy singing are encouraged to join the 8th 
grade chorus to continue 7th grade learning, or as new chorus members! All learning is aligned with 
the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. Students advance their 
vocal capacities to investigate many more genres of traditional and contemporary choral music at the 
NYSSMA II/III Levels and perform at the Winter and Spring Concerts. All are encouraged to audition 
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for the annual FFMS Musical and to participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival. After school Glee 
Club participation is encouraged! 
 
6th Grade Orchestra - Full Year Course: The 6th Grade Orchestra is open to all students who have 
string experience at the elementary level and who enjoy ensemble playing. All learning is aligned with 
the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Novice Level. Students learn many genres of 
traditional and contemporary string music at the NYSSMA I Level and perform at the Winter and 
Spring Concerts, as well as the district-wide All4Strings Concert. All are encouraged to participate in 
the NYSSMA Spring Festival.  
 
7th Grade Orchestra - Full Year Course: The 7th Grade Orchestra is open to all students who have 
played in the 6th grade orchestra or who have more advanced experience outside of school. All 
learning is aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. 
Students continue to learn many genres of traditional and contemporary (jazz, rock, etc.) orchestral 
music at the NYSSMA II Level and perform at the Winter and Spring Concerts, as well as the 
district-wide All4Strings Concert. All are encouraged to participate in the NYSSMA Spring Festival.  
 
8th Grade Orchestra - Full Year Course: The 8th Grade Orchestra is open to all students who have 
played in the 7th grade orchestra or who have more advanced experience outside of school. All 
learning is aligned with the 2017 New York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. 
Students advance on their instruments and continue to investigate different genres of traditional and 
contemporary orchestral music at the NYSSMA II/III Levels and perform at the Winter and Spring 
Concerts, as well as the district-wide All4Strings Concert. All are encouraged to participate in the 
NYSSMA Spring Festival.  
 
6th Grade Music - One Semester Course: This class is a non-performance experience for those 
wishing to explore music in a project-based environment. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New 
York State Standards for the Arts at the Novice Level. Project examples might include learning of the 
instruments, elements of music, the Blues, families of instruments, World music, program music (film 
scores, video games, Classical, Jazz), and different careers in music. 
 
7th Grade Music - One Semester Course: This class is a non-performance experience for those 
wishing to explore music in a project-based environment. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New 
York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. Project examples might include learning 
of the ukulele, forms of music, and different careers in music. 
 
8th Grade Music - One Semester Course: This class is a non-performance experience for those 
wishing to explore music in a project-based environment. All learning is aligned with the 2017 New 
York State Standards for the Arts at the Intermediate Level. Project examples might include learning 
of the ukulele,Fold, Rock, Jazz and Popular music, Garage Band, Musicals and different careers in 
music. 
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Physical Education 
 
Physical Education 6: A NY State mandated course that meets every other day throughout the 
entire school year.  Students are required to wear an approved school uniform and participate in 
activity units to include: Aquatics Swimming and Diving Proficiency,   Volleyball, Basketball, Project 
Adventure Cooperative Problem Solving and High Rope Element Activities, Soccer, Field Hockey, 
Football, Pillow Polo, Track and Field, Kickball, Fitness Topics.  A numerical grade is earned, 
however not factored into the student’s Grade Point Average, based upon Attendance, Preparation, 
and Behavior (25%), Participation (25%), Knowledge of Material (25%) and Knowledge of Skills 
(25%).  
 
Physical Education 7: A NY State mandated course that meets every other day throughout the 
entire school year.  Students are required to wear an approved school uniform and participate in 
activity units to include: Aquatics Boating and Boat Safety,  Volleyball, Basketball, Project Adventure 
Cooperative Problem Solving and High Rope Element Activities, Lacrosse, Speedball, PickleBall, 
Soccer, Floor Hockey, Frisbee, Wiffle Ball, Fitness Topics.  A numerical grade is earned, however not 
factored into the student’s Grade Point Average, based upon Attendance, Preparation, and Behavior 
(25%), Participation (25%), Knowledge of Material (25%) and Knowledge of Skills (25%).  
 
Physical Education 8: A NY State mandated course that meets every other day throughout the 
entire school year.  Students are required to wear an approved school uniform and participate in 
activity units to include: Aquatics Water Safety and Rescue Skills, Volleyball, Basketball, Project 
Adventure Cooperative Problem Solving and High Rope Element Activities, Football, Soccer, 
Lacrosse, Olympic Team Handball, Lifetime Sports, Wiffle Ball, Fitness Topics.   A numerical grade is 
earned, however not factored into the student’s Grade Point Average, based upon Attendance, 
Preparation, and Behavior (25%), Participation (25%), Knowledge of Material (25%) and Knowledge 
of Skills (25%).  
 
Physical Education is a  NY State mandated course that meets every other day throughout the entire 
school year. Students with physical or developmental needs might require a smaller class.  Activities 
offered range throughout the year are based upon participants, and lessons are modified to provide a 
more controlled environment with smaller teacher to student ratio.  A numerical grade is awarded 
based upon student participation, however, not factored into the student’s Grade Point Average. 
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Science 
 
Science 6: The sixth grade science course builds upon the K-5 curriculum so a continuum is 
maintained in physical, life and Earth sciences. In this program, students will focus on the following 
topics: structure of matter, relationships with human body systems and energy transfer within 
ecological systems as well as Earth’s systems. 
 
Science 7: This program is a full year, introductory “Life Science” course. Topics in this program deal 
with the microscope, cell structure/function and processes, taxonomy, evolution and genetics. The 
chemistry and microscope units spiral back to the sixth grade, and Earth science topics are 
introduced where appropriate. 
 
Science 7E (Enriched): This program, while similar in content to the regular program, treats life 
science areas at a higher level, emphasizing structure and function. Additionally, life processes are 
explained in terms of inorganic and organic chemistry. Student selection is based on teacher 
recommendation and overall sixth grade performance. Students who demonstrate exceptional 
proficiency enter Earth Science in the eighth grade. 
 
Science 8: This course is a blend of Earth and Physical Sciences. Topics in this program include 
geology, plate tectonics, astronomy, meteorology, conservation of matter and energy, energy 
transformations and laws of motion. Concepts are often taught with respect to changes in energy and 
matter. Physical Science topics taught in grade 6 and 7 are reviewed. Where appropriate, descriptive 
material is explained from a mathematical perspective. 
 
Earth Science 9 Honors: Earth Science is a broad discipline that includes the study of the materials, 
processes and evolution of the Earth's global systems (air/atmosphere, water/hydrosphere, rocks and 
minerals/lithosphere, and life forms/biosphere) and their interactions. Students will develop 
problem-solving, communication and modeling skills necessary to critically analyse Earth’s diverse 
processes and the ever-increasing impact of human activities on these systems The course prepares 
students for advanced studies in geology, meteorology, oceanography, environmental science, and 
astronomy courses, and gives them more sophisticated experience in implementing scientific 
methods. Students in this course must complete a minimum of 1200 laboratory minutes before they 
are allowed to take the Regents exam. Students who successfully complete this course will receive 
one (1) high school credit with honors recognition on their high school transcript and earn placement 
in honors biology in ninth grade. 
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Social Studies 
 
Social Studies 6: Grade 6 Social Studies is based on the geography and history of the Eastern 
Hemisphere, including the development of cultures, civilizations, and empires; interactions between 
societies; and the comparison of trends in government and economics. It also incorporates some 
elements of other social sciences. The course begins with an examination of the Eastern Hemisphere 
today, using geographic skills. This provides the foundation for making connections between the past 
and present throughout the course. The remainder of the course is divided into seven Key Ideas that 
cover a time span from pre-history into the 1300s. Students are provided the opportunity to explore 
belief systems across time and to examine the foundations of democracy. 
 
Social Studies 7R and 8R: In Grades 7 and 8, students will examine the United States and New 
York State through a historical lens. The two-year sequence is arranged chronologically, beginning 
with the settlement of North America by Native Americans and ending with an examination of the 
United States in the 21st century. Although the courses emphasize the skill of chronological 
reasoning and causation, the courses also integrate the skills and content from geography, politics, 
economics, and culture into the study of history.  The 7R curriculum will cover the first half of the 
overall sequence from pre-history to the American Civil War.  The 8R curriculum will cover the second 
half of the sequence and cover content from Reconstruction to the 21st century.  
 
Social Studies 7E and 8E (Enriched): In Grades 7 and 8, students will examine the United States 
and New York State through a historical lens. The two-year sequence is arranged chronologically, 
beginning with the settlement of North America by Native Americans and ending with an examination 
of the United States in the 21st century. Although the courses emphasize the skill of chronological 
reasoning and causation, the courses also integrate the skills and content from geography, politics, 
economy, and culture into the study of history.  The 7E curriculum will cover the first half of the overall 
sequence from pre-history to the American Civil War.  The 8E curriculum will cover the second half of 
the sequence and cover content from Reconstruction to the 21st century.  Students taking enriched 
courses in social studies will be challenged to read complex primary and secondary texts that are 
more rigorous than the R level courses.  Moreover, students will engage in added writing 
assignments where they are asked to develop arguments based on sourcing to defend claims. 
Added focus is placed on concepts such as historical causation, geographic context and greater 
focus on historical analysis and research skills.  Above proficiency standards are required for a 
recommendation of admittance into these courses.  Many students in these courses have shown 
extra effort and interest by participating in extracurricular academic opportunities, such as National 
History Day (NHD), National Geographic Bee, and Academic competitions. 
 
Advanced World History 9: This course is for students who have been recommended after 
successful and high performing completion of their 7E Social Studies course.  Students taking this 
course will skip over their 8th grade coursework and take an Honors (pre AP) level high school 
course.  Grade 9 begins with the Paleolithic Era and the development of the first civilizations, 
continues with an examination of classical societies, and traces the expansion of trade networks and 
their global impact. The course emphasizes the key themes of interactions over time, shifts in political 
power, and the role of belief systems.  While the course emphasizes the importance of historical and 
spatial thinking, all of the social studies practices and standards are included in the study of global 
history and geography.   Students taking honors courses in social studies will be challenged to read 

13 



 
complex primary and secondary texts that are more rigorous than the Enriched level courses. 
Moreover, students will engage in added writing assignments where they are asked to develop 
arguments based on sourcing to defend claims.  Added focus is placed on concepts such as historical 
causation and geographic context as well as historical analysis and research skills.  Above 
proficiency standards are required for a recommendation of admittance into this course.  Students 
enrolled in this course will engage in required research projects including National History Day.  The 
research component of this course addresses the development of core research skills for advanced 
historical study. Through case studies analyses, the evaluation of different types of historical 
evidence, and the consideration of how valid research questions are formulated and applied, students 
refine the critical thinking, research, and writing skills that are fundamental to valid historical 
scholarship.  One high school credit will be awarded to eighth graders who successfully complete this 
course. 
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Special Education 
 
The Special Education Department of Felix Festa Middle School caters to the individual needs of 
children; fosters a caring and creative environment; and emphasizes the social, emotional, physical, 
and intellectual development of each child.  
 
Integrated Co-Teaching Program – A general education class taught by both a General Education 
Teacher and a Special Education Teacher on a daily basis.  Students in this program are capable of 
handling the regular curriculum with more intense and consistent modifications and teacher 
intervention. Students who participate in the co-taught program will receive a study skills support 
class.  

Special Class (15:1) - Students in these classes are provided more individualized and small group 
instruction.  In these settings, students with disabilities have been grouped together because of the 
similarity of individual needs for the purpose of receiving specially-designed instructions, separate 
from non-disabled peers.  

Resource Room (5:1) –Services are provided to supplement instruction in general education for 
students with disabilities.  These students require additional instruction from a Special Education 
Teacher in a small group setting for a portion of the day. 

Consultant Teacher Program (Indirect) – Services are provided to the General Education Teacher 
in order to meet the individual needs of students with disabilities in general education.  These 
students would perform well independently, but may require the learning environment to be adjusted 
to meet the individual needs of a student with a disability. 
 
Special Programs 

PEC Program (12:1:1) - The PEC Program is for students with emotional or management needs that 
are best addressed in a smaller, more structured and therapeutic environment. 

SPIRIT Program (12:1:1) - The SPIRIT program is for the developmentally delayed student who will 
be assessed through alternative assessment. The grouping is a three-year range (grades 6-8). 
Students have 2 periods of language arts/reading instruction, 1 period of math, 1 period of science, 
and 1 period of social studies within the program. Related services are provided intrinsically within the 
program.  The program is individualized to meet the needs of the students.  

STRIVE (8:1:3) – This program is for students who are diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and will be assessed through alternative assessment.  The grouping is a three-year range (grades 6 
-8).  Students have 2 periods of language arts/reading instruction, 1 period of math, 1 period of 
science, and 1 period of social studies within the program. Related services are provided intrinsically 
within the program.  The program is individualized to meet the needs of the students. 

Related Services: OT, PT, Speech, Counseling, Hearing, Behavioral Specialist and Vision support. 
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Technology 
 

Tech 6: A ten week introduction to Technology Education. During this course students are exposed 
to a variety of hands-on problem solving activities. Activities may include design, construction and 
testing of model bridges; invention research project; and completing coding challenges using the S3 
Scribbler Robot. Topics taught in the class include History of Technology, Safety, Measurement, 7 
Resources of Technology, Problem Solving, Simple Machines, Robotics, Bridges, Separating Tools 
& Fastening, and Processing Materials. 

Bridge Building Activity- The bridge activity turns the students into engineers as they use West 
Point Bridge Designer to design a bridge to build with limited materials to hold as much stress as 
possible.  

Robotics Activity and Coding- Coding the S3 robots gives the students the hands on opportunity to 
complete specific tasks. Students learn about sensors to complete demos. The students will program 
the robot to successfully navigate the maze. Students will also be utilizing the CoderZ software to 
successfully complete various levels of CoderZ Adventures.  

Research Activity- Students will research an invention and gather/organize information related to the 
invention using the library as a resource. Research will then be organized into a poster, Google 
presentation or report. 

 

Tech 7: A ten week course in Technology 7, involves a hands-on, problem solving environment.  It 
provides the students with the skills to successfully use their resources to solve problems. 

In this course the students are taught to correctly use common tools and machines. As with any                 
class that utilizes tools or machines, safety is the number one concern. In Technology Education               
class safety is reviewed on a regular basis and monitored very closely. This is a ten week course that                   
completes the following activities: 
 
Materials and Processing, Clock Activity-This activity exposes students to the conversion of raw 
materials into practical, useful items.  The students develop the skills needed to safely and correctly 
utilize common tools and machines during this activity.  Students will also research an image of 
choice and then laser engrave into the clock for customization.  The final product of this activity, a 
clock, is something that the students are extremely proud of and will use for years to come. 
 
CoderZ and Tello Drone Coding-  Students will continue to develop their coding skills in the CoderZ 
program expanding on the 6th grade scribbler block coding and the CoderZ Adventures.  Students 
will collaborate with each other and develop codes for flight paths of the Tello drones.  
 
 
 

16 



 
Library Research Activity-  Students will research an energy source and gather/organize 
information related to an energy topic. 
 
Tech 8: A twenty week course in Technology curriculum continues to build on the 6th and 7th grade 
programs, students will engage in problem based learning projects.  Using hands on activity based 
learning, students will complete projects including:  
 
Rocketry Activity-This activity uses rocketry to explore transportation technology and the history of 
flight.  The students build a model rocket and launch it.  During the launch the students use an angle 
finder and tape measure to gather data.  Using that data, the maximum height of the flights are 
determined through geometry, trigonometry and basic mathematical calculations. 
 
CO2 Dragster-This activity develops the engineering skills of the students as they design, build and 
race a model dragster. Students first create a digital model using Whitebox Learning that allows them 
to analyze the aerodynamics and weight of their designs.  Students will also learn how to design a 
wheel in Sketchup to be 3D printed. Once students have a design they will race them virtually before 
building a final wooden dragster. They test their final dragster in both a wind and smoke tunnel to 
analyze real life aerodynamics of their design. Students need to stay within a specific design criteria 
while also making a creative design.  
 
Vex Robotics and Coding - This activity utilizes drag and drop coding to teach the basics of coding. 
Students will build off of what they learned in 6th grade to program more complex scenarios. Students 
will work with various sensors on the robot to complete a series of specific tasks.  
 
20 week Program 
Hands-on math and science applications 
Problem solving 
Using common tools and resources to solve the problems presented 
Teaches skills for life-long use 
Vex Robotics programming and engineering  
Co2 Dragster aerodynamic design and testing  
3D Printing  
Rocketry  
 
Media 8 ALT 
Media is an every other day full semester course for 8th graders.  Students will learn how to design 
on Sketchup, a C.A.D. program.  Measurement will be emphasized through the design process to 
help the student have an understanding of scale and models.  Students will also be learning about 3D 
printing and design objects to be printed.  
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World Language 
 
The Languages Other Than English program provides students with the opportunity to study and 
appreciate the language and culture of other countries and to broaden their personal and cultural 
perspectives.  Within an interactive environment, students develop communicative skills in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing in French, Italian, Japanese, or Spanish.  These skills are used for the 
purpose of socializing, providing and acquiring information, expressing personal feelings and 
opinions.  
  
French 6, Italian 6, Japanese 6, Spanish 6: This is a formal introduction to the language and the 
culture and the beginning of the language sequence.  The curriculum focuses on developing listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills through various communicative and interactive activities.  This is 
an alternating day, full year course. 
 
French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 1A and French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 1: Students 
further develop the four language skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking while being 
exposed to culture in the target language.  The students acquire these skills through vocabulary 
topics and themes while engaging in a variety of student-centered interactive activities, projects, and 
presentations.  Students will be able to receive 1 high school credit after successfully completing 
Levels 1A, 1, and the Checkpoint A final and will continue on to Level 2 in high school. 
 
Spanish 2R  
Students must have successfully completed the Checkpoint A final exam in order to continue to this 
level.  In Spanish 2R students will continue to improve their reading, writing, listening and speaking 
skills through vocabulary building, grammar exercises, and exposure to authentic aural and printed 
materials. Students will have the opportunity to learn more about Hispanic cultures and history and 
communicate about their past experiences using the preterit and imperfect tenses in the target 
language. A final exam will be given in this course.  The curriculum and final exam is in collaboration 
with the high schools.  One high school credit will be awarded to eighth graders who successfully 
complete this course. 
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Academic Intervention Services 
 
Achievement Center 6, 7 & 8: The Achievement Center reinforces reading comprehension and 
written expression skills in the content areas of English and social studies, mathematical 
skills/concept, science reasoning, and study and organizational skills.  Teaching assistants work with 
small groups.  This program is designed to improve a student’s basic skill level, as well as provide 
content area support.  Students attend Achievement Center on alternating cycle days. 
 
Grade 6 Reading Foundations: Students receive targeted instruction in reading comprehension and 
decoding through various research-based methodologies. 
 
Reading Center 7 & 8: Students receive targeted instruction in reading comprehension and decoding 
through various research-based methodologies.  Students attend Reading Center on alternating cycle 
days. 
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Counseling Services 
 

School Counselors 
Each student is assigned a school counselor when he/she enters the middle school.  School 
counselors assist students with adjustment to the middle school, academics, home and family issues, 
and the transition to adult life.  It is the counselor’s desire to help every student meet his/her full 
potential. They work closely with students and parents to develop an appropriate academic schedule 
for each child. 
 
Student Assistance Counselors 
The Student Assistance Program is an early intervention, prevention and education program for 
students who may be having emotional, social, or academic difficulties.  Three Student Assistance 
Counselors offer services at Felix V. Festa Middle School, including individual counseling for the 
purpose of assessment and referral, and group counseling.  Groups are offered throughout the year 
and address a variety of topics, such as dealing with changes in family, building 
communication/socialization or decision making skills, and substance use/abuse prevention. 
 
School Psychologists 
Psychological services include consultation, counseling, assessment, crisis intervention, and 
development of behavior plans.  School psychologists work directly with students, parents, and staff 
as well as community agencies to facilitate our student’s adjustments to the middle school 
environment. 
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Graduation Requirements 
 
For more information about New York State’s High School Graduation Requirements, please click 
here. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xOlkSGou2lW1vbzW5WkKcihRGbeYmLCF
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